
Spring Conference Highlights

 

Spring Conference was a BIG hit, and was chocked full of
excellent presentations. We want to send a big, big thank
you to Melissa Zervos, for her amazing coordination of the
conference details, both large and small. Thanks Melissa
from all of us.
 
We are sorry that we were not able to capture images all
of the outstanding presenters, but below you can see a few
of the presentation highlights.
 

NNEST presenters via SKYPE
George Braine and Ahmar Mahboob
 

NNEST Presenter
Rashi Jain
 

NNEST
Presenter
Ali Fuad
Selvi

             NNEST Presenter
Tiffany Shao
  

NNEST Presenter
Brock Brady 
 
  

Higher Ed Sig.
Carol Romett
Reading Faster

TESOL ADVOCACY DAY 2010 by
Mark Bruns

 

On June 23, 2010, Caralyn Bushey, and I,
representing  WATESOL  joined  32  other
TESOL  members  representing  25  U.S.
based  affiliates  in  Washington,  DC  for
TESOL  Advocacy  Day  2010.  This  event
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Secondary Ed Sig. 
Susan Boswell-Sears and Allyson
Noble
Implementing Technology in the
Secondary classrooms 
 

Elementary Ed. Sig.
Georgina Chin
Math Instruction for ELL's
 
 

Adult Ed Sig
Leslie Sapp              
Promoting Confidence and Fluency
Through Learner-Centered Drama 

 
Secondary Ed
Laurie Morgan and
Margaret Stevens
The Scientific Method

 
Elementary Ed. Sig
Holly Rodgers
Shakespeare for Everyone
 

Carolyn Bushey awards
Joyce Choi, Fall
Convention Co-Chair
and a member of the
Nominating
Committee,one of

the many books and prizes happily toted home by lucky
conference attendees.
 

Arfang Dado, a Humphrey Fellow
from Dakar, Senegal, is completing
an internship with TESOL. Arfang
invited everyone to contribute a
lesson plan and to use the TESOL
resource Center. Take a look at this
free teacher resource

athttp://tinyurl.com/2d983l 

 

 

Adult Education SIG News

 

We would like to begin by saying what a fabulous turnout
we received at the spring conference. It was so lovely to
see  old  friends  and  also  make  new  friends.  The  two
workshops  which  centered  on  music  and  drama  were
exceptional: We’re sure you will all agree that Leslie Sapp,
Nick  Smiley  and Barbara Toure  did a  fabulous job. The
workshops were interactive, fun and educational  and we
know that they left many wanting more: If only we had
more time. For  those of  you  who joined us in  the  SIG
business meeting, we thank you, and for those of you who
were  unable  to  attend,  please  follow  the  link  to  a
wonderful video we showed          
http://www.newamericanhorizons.org/training-videos

 
As many of our ESOL counterparts in the K-12 and Higher
Ed system wind down for a couple of months of rest and

workshop capped by visits to Congressional
offices on Capitol Hill in the afternoon.
 
TESOL Advocacy  Day  commenced  with  a
welcome from TESOL President Brock Brady
with acknowledgement in attendance, Past
President  Mark  Algren.  The  morning
session  briefings  facilitated  by  John
Segota,  Director  of  Advocacy  and
Professional  Relations,  first  featured
congressional  staff  from  Senator  Sherrod
Brown  (D-OH),  and  Senator  Mike  Enzi
(R-WY),  which  discussed  the  “view  from
the  Capitol  Hill”.  The  second  briefing
featured  Richard  Smith,  Acting  Assistant
Secretary,  and  Director  of  the  Office  of
English  Language  Acquisition  at  the  US
Department  of  Education.  His  briefing
provided  us  the  Obama  Administration’s
proposal  for  reauthorizing  ESEA.  Finally,
the  workshop,  to  provide  us  with  key
information  on  how  to  hold  an  effective
meeting,  was  led  by Mrs.  Ellen  Fern  and
Mrs. Audrey Bush of Washington Partners,
LLC, TESOL’s legislative consultants.
 
Responding  to  the  multitude  of  hearings
over the past  year,  TESOL Advocacy Day
2010 focused on the reauthorization of the
Elementary  and  Secondary  Education  Act
(ESEA), currently revised as No Child Left
Behind (NCLB).
 
In our first meeting, members of MDTESOL
joined  Caralyn  and  I  in  our  visit  with
Legislative Assistant Mr. Mario Cardona for
Senator  Barbara  Mikulski  (D-MD).  As
always,  Mr.  Cardona  was  knowledgeable
and was able to provide us with the most
recent  status  on  the  legislation.  In
addition, Mr. Cardona was very receptive to
our  position,  and  demonstrated  the
willingness  to  continue  developing  a
professional  relationship  with  TESOL  on
issues  related  to  English  language
learners.  After  our  meeting,  MDTESOL
advocacy members departed to visit other
Congressional offices, while Caralyn and I
met with Mrs. Sarah Schenning Legislative
Assistant  for  Representative  Chris  Van
Hollen  (D  MD-8th).  In  this  meeting,
Caralyn  presented  a  well-articulated
position statement, which Mrs. Schenning
took  notes  and  demonstrated  an  overall
agreement  on the complexity of  provided
effective  education  to  English  language
learners.  Unfortunately,  as  with  our
meeting with Mr. Cardona, she expressed
regret  that  Congress  most  likely  will  not
take any formal  action this  Congressional
session.  However, our meetings were well
timed, as our positions are being seriously
considered  and  professional  relationships
strengthened.
 
Additional  information  about  TESOL
Advocacy  Day  will  be  available  on  the
TESOL  web  site  athttp://www.tesol.org.
Please learn more about your Congressional
representatives, and the legislative issues
TESOL  is  tracking.  Visit  TESOL  U.S.
Advocacy Action Center at http://capwiz.com
/tesol. 

 

 

 

 

Professional Development
Workshops and Grants
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sessions in muggy classrooms with committed, dedicated
students who make the early mornings and late evenings
worthwhile!
 
The summer sessions tend to fly by and before you know
it, you have just learnt all  the students’ names and the
words “post test” escape from your lips…take the time this
summer  to  enjoy  the  students  and  the  wealth  of
knowledge and experience they bring to your classrooms.
Build a community, take the class out in to the sunshine
and let your students experience the riches that the DC
metro area has to offer. Field trips area a wonderful way of
having the students put the English they have learnt in
the  classroom  into  practice:  They  also  break  up  the
monotony of classroom learning.
 
On a sadder note, I would like to take this time to say a
very big Thank You to my fabulous sidekick Susan Ryan.
Susan’s time as Adult Ed SIG Co-Chair is up and she has
very  selfishly  decided  to  move  to  Florida!  It  has  been
wonderful  working alongside her  this past  year  and she
will be sorely missed.
 
Both Susan and I hope you enjoy the summer, get a little
bit of time to relax and enjoy your time with the wonderful
adult  ESOL  students  of  our  area  and remember  if  you
venture into the countryside:
Take nothing but pictures
Kill nothing but time
Leave nothing but footprints
Nancy Newton (Nancy.Newton@montgomerycollege.edu)
Susan Ryan (Susan.communicate@gmail.com)

 

 

Elementary Education SIG News

 

Two  outstanding  Fairfax  County  Elementary  teachers
recently  presented at  the  Spring WATESOL Conference.
We  learned  strategies  for  teaching  math  vocabulary  to
second language learners as well as great math resources,
including translated math vocabulary, for  the classroom.
We  also  learned  how  to  teach  Shakespeare  to  second
language  learners  in  a  very  engaging  and entertaining
way!  Trish and Pam will be working on more unique ideas
to be discussed and presented at upcoming Conferences. If
you would like to share what works in your classrooms by
presenting  and/or  writing  an  article,  please  contact  us
atpatricia.bellman@fcps.edu or pam.durrant@fcps.edu.
 
Have a great summer! 

 

 

Association of Teachers of English in Senegal (ATES)

 

ATES member, Arfang Dado, has published an article, ELT
In-service Teacher Education in Senegal, in the July, 2010
issue of TESOL Connections. You can read his article at: 
http://www.tesol.org/s_tesol/tc/#feature2. Arfang has a European Erasmus
Mundus Master’s degree in special educational needs from

 

The  June  professional  development
workshop "Reading and Adult Learners of
English:  What  Do  We  Need  to
Know?", masterfully presented  by Robin
Lovrien  Schwarz,  was  a  great  success
with 50 persons in attendence.  A special
thanks to Linda Wallen for  her  workshop
coordination,  without  which the workshop
would not  have been possible.  Thanks to
both  Robin  and  Linda  for  providing  this
excellent development opportunity.
 

Robin Lovrien
Schwarz,
Presenter
Professional
Development
Workshop
 

 
PDW Attendees

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
ATES TRAVEL GRANT To Dakar,
Senegal !!!

The  deadline  for
applying  for  the  for  Association  of
Teachers  of  English  of  Senegal
(ATES)  travel  grant  award is
November 19th. With summer plans
in the making, November may seem
a long way off, but this grant is such
a special  one that we want to give
you a lot of time to make plans for
applying. The WATESOL ATES Travel
Grant is intended to help cover the
costs of  traveling to  Dakar,Senegal
for  the  ATES  National  English  day
celebration.  You  will  have  an
opportunity  to  address  the  ATES
teachers,  as  well  as  have  the
opportunity  to  visit  schools  in  the
Dakar  area.  Past ATES  travel  grant
winners have  found  the  experience
of  visiting  ATES
professionally enriching  and  life
changing. English of Senegal (ATES)
travel  grant  award is  November
19th.  With  summer  plans  in  the
making, November may seem a long
way  off,  but  this  grant  is  such  a
special one that we want to give you
a  lot  of  time  to  make  plans  for
applying. The WATESOL ATES Travel
Grant is intended to help cover the
costs of  traveling to  Dakar,Senegal
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Arfang is deputy adviser for English language teaching at
the  Ministry  of  Education  in  Senegal  and  a  recent
Humphrey  fellow  at  Pennsylvania  State  College  and  at
international TESOl. While at TESOL, he worked to enrich
the participation of English teachers in the TESOL on-line
teacher resource center. This is a free resource bank for
teachers that is chocked full  of practical  classroom ideas.
Arfang  would  like  you  to  take  advantage  of  using the
resource center and to share your own expertise by adding
your own ideas to the center. You can find this resource
athttp://tinyurl.com/2d983l  
 
Other exciting ATES news is that three members of ATES
are  participating in  an  exchange  program,  Summer
Institute for English Language Educators, that is sponsored
by  the  State  Department. ATES  summer
institute participants are Kane Mohamadeou Bachir,Gueye
Gogui and Ndiaye Ousseynou Noumou. 
 
Congratulations  to  ATES  for  the  contributions  of  all  of
these  talented  members  to  the  field  of  English
language teaching.

 

 

NNEST Research Article

 

SOCIOCULTURAL MANIFESTO IN SECOND LANGUAGE
TEACHER EDUCATION
Bedrettin Yazan – University of Maryland, College
Park
 
The study of second language acquisition (SLA) undertook
a noticeable shift in the mid-1990s which is mostly
associated with Firth and Wagner’s (1997) call for
reconceptualization in the theoretical orientation of SLA
research. They contend that SLA research can enjoy
theoretical and methodological robustness and provide a
better explication regarding the processes of SLA only if it
can become cognizant of the contextual and interactional
facets of language use, conceive fundamental concepts
with more emic sensitivity and broaden its traditional
database. From the novel standpoint of these two scholars,
language is regarded and researched as an entity
embedded in a sociocultural context in which people
interact and language concurrently constructs this context.
This stance was intended to strip SLA research of “the
hegemony exerted by a cognitive view of SLA as a
mentalistic and inherently individual process [that] was
inhibiting the exploration of more social, discursive
approaches to the nature of the mind” (Lafford,2007,
p.735). Parallel to the call for reconceptualization in SLA
theory, methodology, research and foci, second language
teacher education (SLTE) commenced resting more on
constructs of sociocultural theory in elucidating teacher
learning. That is, sociocultural understanding of teacher
learning began to pervade the field of SLTE.
 
Applied linguistics stopped being the sole discipline which
constituted “the core of language teacher education, not
unexpected, since language teaching has historically been
its primary focus” (Crandall,2000,p.34). When it heavily
drew upon such ancillary areas as applied linguistics,

celebration.  You  will  have  an
opportunity  to  address  the  ATES
teachers,  as  well  as  have  the
opportunity  to  visit  schools  in  the
Dakar  area.  Past ATES  travel  grant
winners have  found  the  experience
of  visiting  ATES
professionally enriching  and  life
changing.
Check this link to find out more
about ATES:http://watesol.org/clubportal/
ClubStatic.cfm?clubID=851&
pubmenuoptID=8028

 
Find out about how to apply for this
travel grant on the WATESOL
website at:http://watesol.org/clubportal/
ClubStatic.cfm?clubID=851&
pubmenuoptID=8029

 
 
MARYLAND  TESOL  FALL
CONFERENCE!
by Gilda Martinez
The  annual  Maryland  TESOL  Fall
Conference  offers  English  language
teaching professionals from Maryland
and  the  local  areas  the  premier
opportunity  for  professional
development  in  the  field. 
Participants  exchange  ideas  and
practices,  foster  their  professional
networks,  and  review  the  latest
books  and  professional  resources.
Participants from all TESOL contexts
and  related  fields  are  invited  to
submit proposals! 
 
Please visit our website for more
details at http://www.marylandtesol.org  
You are able to download the
proposal form and submission
guidelines on our website.
 
Deadline for Proposals:  AUGUST
1, 2010
Conference Theme: 12 - 11 -
10...Countdown to Maryland TESOL's
30th Anniversary
Date: Saturday, December 11, 2010
Location: University Union, Towson
University 8000 York Road, Towson,
Maryland 21252
 
We look forward to seeing you at the
fall conference!

 

 

 

Resource Review: The National
Archives by Cara Fulton
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core of teaching SLTE was fragmented and lacked a
theoretical coherence (Freeman,1989). Starting from
1990s, general educational theory and practice have more
powerfully influenced “the direction of the education of
both preservice and inservice language teacher education,”
which gave rise to increased stress on “practical
experiences such as observations, practice teaching, and
opportunities for curriculum and materials development,
and classroom-centered or teacher research and teacher
beliefs and teacher cognition in language teacher
education” (Crandall,2000,p.34).
Sociocultural perspective in SLTE is deemed as an
application of sociocultural theory of learning into the way
prospective and experienced teachers learn to teach.
Particularly, Vygotskyan sociocultural theory is considered
to supply SLTE researchers with a theoretical lens having
tremendous power to understand and explicate the
processes of teacher learning (Golombek & Johnson,
2004). This lens conceptualizes teacher learning as
“normative and lifelong, emerging out of and through
experiences in social contexts: as learners in classrooms
and schools, as participants in professional teacher
education programs, and later as teachers in the
institutions where teachers work” (Johnson & Golombek,
2003, p.729).
 
Main principles of Socioculturally-oriented SLTE
A sociocultural lens encourages several changes in points
of view in SLTE. Johnson (2009) determines five changing
points of view which sociocultural perspective offers for the
enterprise of SLTE: “Teachers as learners of teaching,
language as social practice, teaching as dialogic mediation,
macro-structures and the SLT profession, and
inquiry-based approaches to professional development”
(p.3).
 
Through the sociocultural lens, SLTE inquirers can
scrutinize the “interconnectedness of the cognitive and
social” aspects and obtain a detailed account of how
teachers construct their own learning within the contexts
in which they work. Thus, researchers can investigate
“how teachers come to know what they know, how
different concepts in their thinking develop, and how this
internal activity transforms their understandings of
themselves as teachers, their teaching practices, and the
opportunities they create for student learning”
(Johnson,2009,p.3). Secondly, sociocultural perspective
suggests a change in the conceptualization of language.
 Johnson directs attention to the shortcomings of the
traditional understanding of language predominant in the
fields of linguistics and SLA which were quite influential in
determining the content of SLTE due to their intimate
relationships. She contends that SLTE programs should
have future teachers become cognizant of the situatedness
of meaning in “social and cultural practices which are
continually being transformed” (p.4). Thirdly, a
sociocultural stance brings the concept of dialogic
mediation to the forefront of SLTE. It has begun to take
into consideration “the character and quality of interaction
between learners, teachers, and the objects in their
learning environments” (p.4). Since this interaction occurs
during certain social activities in which learners involve
using the resources they are provided, it generates
opportunities for learners’ development.
 
Fourth, a sociocultural perspective leads to a change in the
way SLTE researchers think about the macro-structures
impacting second language teaching (SLT) as a profession

 
Discover the Civil  War and a whole
lot more at the National  Archives in
Washington, DC. The Archives serve
as an excellent platform for learning
about  the Civil  War. Newcomers to
America  cannot  understand  this
country  until  they  understand  the
Civil  War,  both  its  causes  and
consequences. It also helps to have a
grounding in our laws and system of
government. No place provides this
background better than the National
Archives.
 
Right now the Archives has a new
exhibit calledDiscovering the Civil
War.You can find out more about
this exhibit at:http://www.archives.gov/

exhibits/civil-war/. 
The first part, Beginnings, runs until
September 6, and then
Consequences runs November 10,
2010 - April 17, 2011. 
 
There’s an ingenious information
hunt that students can play as they
go through the exhibit. It consists of
a number of questions about various
records on display in the exhibit, but
these are not your everyday
questions. They’re riddles! Plus, the
students have to read the floor plan
to find the clues. All of this makes
for an excellent exercise in thinking
in English, careful reading, and
visual literacy. I suggest grouping
your students in pairs or groups of
three. One problem with having your
group conduct the info hunt is all of
their energy will go toward solving
the puzzles, and little on learning
about the civil war, so be sure to
prepare them in advance. However,
completing the info hunt will give
them a strong sense of
accomplishment.
 
The  Archives  also  has  a  special
“ReSource Room” that you can use
to  conduct  a  number  of  activities,
“archival  adventures,”  with  original
documents.  For  example,  there’s  a
photo  of  Kennedy  and  Johnson
watching a TV. The job of the group
is  to  figure  out  what  they  were
watching.  There’s  a  box  of
documents they go through to help
them figure it out. You can have up
to six groups working on an activity
at  once  and  then  rotate.  What’s
especially great about this lab is that
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high-stake assessment practices which shape the
professional world of SLT. Johnson (2009) explicitly argues
that SLTE programs are responsible for familiarizing the
prospective second language teachers with these macro
structures which might or will influence their instructional
practices. Since socioculturally-oriented SLTE holds the
premise that ‘teacher learning is social, situated in
physical and social contexts, and distributed across
persons, tools and activities” (p.5), the boundaries of
typical professional development need to be delineated
anew. Disregarding the formal coursework, workshops and
seminars, SLTE must incorporate informal social and
professional networks as the ways to develop second
language teachers professionally and explore the
possibilities of using their classrooms as sites for
professional development (Johnson, 2009).
 
Conclusion
These changing views postulate that the traditional stance
positioning “teachers as conduits to students and their
learning [is] insufficient for explaining the complexities of
teachers’ mental lives and the teaching processes that
occur in classrooms” (Johnson,2006,p. 236). With the
growing respect for the situated knowledge of the teacher,
they assign second language teacher such pivotal roles as
program and materials developer, needs analyst, decision-
maker, problem-solver, and researcher of his/her own
classroom (Crandall,2000). These roles are expected to be
introduced to prospective teachers by teacher educators in
SLTE programs through the components of the curriculum
fostering sociocultural orientation. Besides, teacher
trainers in public school systems who are responsible for
orienting current teachers, a larger population, in their
professional development are supposed to help adopt these
roles.
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ReSource  Room  is  open  Monday
through  Friday  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.
Admission and activites are free.
 
Reviewers wanted!

Have your review of a book,article or
resource published in the WATESOL
newsletter.  Send your review to
the editors

atwatesolnewsletter@gmail.com 

 

 

FAVORITE LINKS

 

WATESOL ON FACEBOOK!Come and
visit WATESOL on facebook and catch all
of the latest
news.http://www.facebook.com/pages/
Washington-Area-TESOL-
Association/110422752314395

RESOURCES GALORE! Here is a teacher
resource  blog  that  Rae  Roberts  created
for  ATES  (Association  of  Teachers  of
English  in  Senegal)  that  has  loads  of
resources. Although it was created 2 years
ago, Rae has continued to keep it updated
and  continues  to  add  new
resources.http://atesteachers.blogspot.com 

VIDEOS that have quizzes, subtitles or
translations:http://www.
teachertrainingvideos.com/
videos2010/index.html
 
LEARNING DISABILITIES in ELLs video
and resources.
http://www.colorincolorado.org/webcasts
/disabilities
 
IMMERSION  VS  BILINGUAL  READING
APPROACHES: Johns  Hopkins  University
recently  released  a  study  that  compares
English  immersion  and  bilingual  reading
approaches.  The  findings  of  the  study
show that quality of instruction, rather than
language  of  instruction,  has  a  greater
impact  on  how  easily  children  learn  to
speak and read in English.  The study can
be  downloaded  at  the  following  link  on
Johns Hopkins University's  Best  Evidence
Encyclopedia  website.  (Click  on  "Full
Report")
 www.bestevidence.org/bilingual.htm

 
TEACHING  ON-LINE: Have  you or  your
school  thought  about  putting  a  course
on-line? Here is a free, downloadable book
of 834  Tips  for  Successful  On-line
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Johnson, K. E. (2009). Second language teacher
education: A sociocultural perspective. Routledge: New
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Lafford, B. A. (2007). Second language acquisition
reconceptualized? The impact of Firth and  Wagner
(1997).The Modern Language Journal. 91 (5), 735 – 756.

 

 

content.cfm?selection=doc.541
 
JOBS: Looking for higher ed jobs? Here is
a great resource for jobs inside and
outside of the USA.http://higheredjobs.com
 
Your Favorite Links for the September
Newsletter 
We invite you to share your  favorite links
with  other  WATESOL  members. Send
your link  contribution for  the September
newsletter to: 
watesolnewsletter@gmail.com  
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